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Overview of New Hampshire 

Statewide Assessments

Each year, New Hampshire public schools are required 
by state law (RSA 193-C) and federal accountability 
laws to assess all students . The following are the 
required assessments: 

General Assessment

Å NH Statewide Assessment System (NH SAS) 

Å SAT School Day 

Alternate Assessment 

Å Dynamic Learning MapsÈ (DLMÈ) 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/xv/193-c/193-c-mrg.htm
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What is Dynamic Learning Maps?

ÅNH offers the DLM as our alternate assessment for 
students with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities

ÅThe alternate assessment is used for accountability 
in place of the general statewide assessments (NH 
SAS and the SAT)

ÅStudents are tested in English language arts, 
mathematics and science

ÅComputer-based and adaptive
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DLM Alternate Assessment
Students with the most significant cognitive disabilities
participate in the DLMalternate assessment,as designed in
their active individualized education program (IEP).  

Spring 2021 DLM Testing Window: 

March 8, 2021 ðJune 11, 2021

Alternate Assessment Grades Content

Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM)3rd-8th and 11th English LanguageArts, 
Mathematics

DLM 5th, 8th and 11th Science
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New Hampshire Participation Guidelines for the 

Statewide Assessments

ÅThe studentõs IEP team makes the determination on 

whether student will participate in the general statewide 

assessment with or without accommodations, or in the 

alternate assessment.

ÅDecision Making Worksheet for Participation of Students 

with Disabilities in Statewide Assessments:

https://www.education.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt326/files/files/inl

ine-documents/decisionmakingworksheetassessment.pdf

https://www.education.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt326/files/files/inline-documents/decisionmakingworksheetassessment.pdf
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DLM Essential Elements

ÅDLM content standards are called Essential Elements and are 

the learning targets for the assessments

ÅStudents who take the DLM alternate assessments are 

instructed and assessed on Essential Elements

ÅEach content area and grade level assessment is designed to 

assess a specific set of Essential Elements

ÅTesting blueprint documents ( ELA, Mathematics, Science) are 

available that include Essential Elements for each grade level 

and content

ÅDLM assessments are guided by the blueprints

https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/about/model#essential-elements
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Manuals_Blueprints/DLM_YE_ELA_Blueprint.pdf
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/Manuals_Blueprints/DLM_YE_Math_Blueprint.pdf
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sci_resources
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Linkage Levels
ÅHelp measure each studentõs academic achievement

ÅUsed for assessing Essential Elements

ELA and Mathematics 

Five linkage levels:

ï Initial Precursor ðLeast complex; 

foundational

ï Distal Precursor ðKnowledge and 

skills needed to reach the target

ï Proximal Precursor ðProvides 

access to the target

ï Target ðAligns with the 

knowledge, skills and 

understandings described by the 

Essential Element

ï Successor ðProgresses beyond 

the target

Science

Three linkage levels:

╖Initial ðLeast complex

╖Precursor ðMore complex

╖Target - Most complex

https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/about/model
https://www.dlmpd.com/initial-and-distal-precursors/
https://www.dlmpd.com/initial-and-distal-precursors/
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DLM Testlets
ÅDLM assessments are delivered as 

testlets one at a time.

ÅELA: 9 testlets regardless of grade, 
one is the writing testlet

ÅMath: 6-8 testlets depending on 
grade

ÅScience: 9 testlets regardless of 
grade

ÅTotal of 16 -26 testlets per student; 
takes about 5-20 minutes to 
complete a testlet

ÅTestlet types include multiple choice 
(most common), sorting, matching 
and select text

Grade ELATestlets Mathematics 
Testlets

Science 
Testlets

3 9 8 N/A

4 9 8 N/A

5 9 8 9

6 9 7 N/A

7 9 7 N/A

8 9 8 9

11 9 6 9
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Testlet Types
ÅComputer -Delivered

ü Testlets delivered directly to students via computer

ü Students can interact independently using special devices (i.e., 
alternate keyboards, touch screens, switches), as necessary 

ü Test administrator may navigate the screen for the student and 
enter student responses, if needed

ÅTeacher -Administered

ü Test administrator plays a more direct role than in computer -
delivered testlets

ü Test administrator sets up, delivers and enters student responses

ü Testlets at the lowest linkage levels

Students may take as many breaks as needed (up to 90 minutes) 
during or between testlets
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Testlet Information Pages (TIPs)

Test Information Pages (TIPs) help educators prepare for administering 
each testlet:

ÅTIPs are found in Kite Educator Portal under Test Management tab

ÅProvide materials needed for administration of the testlet 
(recommended materials, example of substitutions)

ÅTest administrators may substitute materials where appropriate that 
are used during instruction and student is familiar with.

ÅDescription of allowable supports

Resource:
https ://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ERP/About_TIPs.pdf

https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/sites/default/files/documents/ERP/About_TIPs.pdf
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Computer Delivered Example Testlet

ÅAll testlets include a Testlet Information Page
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